DRAKE UNIVERSITY
FACULTY SENATE MEETING AGENDA
The Drake University Faculty Senate will meet in regular session on
Oct 17, 2012 in Cowles Library Room 201 at 3:30 p.m.
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of September 2012 minutes
4. Report from President Maxwell (will be absent due to Univ travel commitments)
NOTE: If any Senator would like to submit a question for President Maxwell
for the meeting, please email that question to President Summerville
(keith.summerville@drake.edu) and/or President Maxwell (david.maxwell@drake.edu)
5. Report from Provost Jones
6. Report from President Summerville
a) Student Senate
b) Parking & Payroll Deduction
c) May 2013 Commencement Date Change Communication Plan
d) J-Term Oversight Committee
e) Plus/Minus Grading student survey update

Steven Slade
Vice President Newsom
Jarad Bernstein
Art Sanders
Bruce Gilbert

7. Unfinished Business none
8. New Business
a) Endorse BSC Task Force Five Recommendations

Alexander

1.

To ensure that the BSC operates independently, Faculty and Student Senate rules and regulations should be reviewed
and amended if necessary to ensure they reflect:
a. Procedures stated in the BSC Rules and Regulations for the appointment of Student and Faculty members
by, respectively, the Student and Faculty Senates.
b. Procedures stated in the BSC Rules and Regulations for the appointment of the chair and vice-chair.

2.

To ensure that the BSC operates independently, the BSC Rules and Regulations should be reviewed and amended if
necessary to ensure they include
a. A listing of the official BSC organizations.
b. Procedures for the appointment of membership by the Student and Faculty Senate.
c. Procedures for the appointment of the BSC chair and vice-chair.
d. Procedures for reporting to the Provost.
e. Procedures for issuing yearly reports to the Student and Faculty Senates.
f. Procedures for making the BSC monthly budget reports available to the Student and Faculty Senates.
g. Procedures for periodic review of the Student Media Fee consistent with the recommendations in Item #4 of
this report.
h. Procedures for automatic review of the Student Media Fee (see Item #4).
i. The Student (or Faculty) Senate President chair may request that the Chair or Vice-Chair of the BSC attend
a particular Student (or Faculty) Senate meeting.
j. A statement that the BSC will exercise sound financial stewardship and abide by University financial
procedures.
k. A statement describing the nature and operations of the BSC Reserve Account.

3.

A BSC Policy Document should be placed on the University Policies Page containing the following:
a. Beginning with the 2013-2014 Academic Year, the Student Media Fee shall be $35.75, and the BSC
Reserve Account shall be capped at $30,000.00.

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

g.

The procedures for changing and reviewing the Student Media Fee stated in Section 4 below.
A statement that the BSC is an independent body over which no one body can assert control.
Student and Faculty Senates have jurisdiction over the actions of the BSC only to the extent explicitly stated
in the BSC Rules and Regulations and the BSC Policy Document.
A statement that the BSC will report to the office of the Provost, who will consult with the Student and
Faculty Senate Presidents as necessary.
A statement that the BSC may amend its own Rules and Regulations subject to the approval of one of the
following:
i. The Provost, who will consult with the Student and Faculty Senate presidents, or
ii. A vote by two-thirds of the voting membership of the BSC (and not two-thirds of votes cast) and
simple majorities (of votes cast) of both the Student and Faculty Senates.
The BSC Policy Document can be amended by a vote by two-thirds of the voting membership of the BSC
(and not two-thirds of votes cast) and simple majorities (of votes cast) of both the Student and Faculty
Senates.

4.

Recommended review procedures:
a. The approval of two out of three bodies among the BSC, the Student Senate and the Faculty Senate shall be
required before any reduction in the Student Media Fee or BSC Reserve Account can be made. Two-thirds
of the total number of BSC voting members (and not two-thirds of votes cast) would constitute approval by
the BSC if it were one of the two bodies that voted to reduce the Student Media Fee or BSC Reserve
Account; simple majorities (of votes cast) of Student Senate and/or Faculty Senate would constitute their
respective approval.
b. The Student Media Fee and BSC Reserve Account could be increased by a majority of the voting
members of the BSC and a simple majority of the Student Senate. The request for an increase would be
heard on the floor of the Student Senate in an up or down vote and would not be referred to SFAC.
c. Should the Student Senate seek an increase in the Student Activity Fee, the BSC and the Student Senate will
jointly review and reevaluate the Student Media Fee and BSC Reserve Account.
d. Every five years a joint committee of the BSC and the Student and Faculty Senates (with equal membership
from the BSC, Student Senate and Faculty Senate) shall be appointed to review the Student Media Fee and
BSC Reserve Account. This review should take into account such things as
i. Whether the Student Media Fee and BSC Reserve Account are sufficient to meet the operational
needs of the BSC organizations.
ii. The budgetary practices of the BSC.
iii. Changes in operational costs such as (but not limited to) staff salaries, printing and technology
needs.
e. The Student Media Fee and BSC Account will also be reviewed by a joint committee of the BSC and the
Student and Faculty Senates (with equal membership from the BSC, Student Senate and Faculty Senate)
under the following conditions:
i. A change in the number of the BSC organizations or the frequency of publication.
ii. Upon the demand of two out of three bodies among the BSC, the Student Senate and the Faculty
Senate should unusual circumstance arise such as (but not limited to) a significant change in the
distribution schedule of one of the BSC organizations or a significant budgetary deficit or surplus.
f. The BSC has the right to appeal the outcome of any of the above review processes (i.e., those discussed in
4.c, 4.d and 4.e) to binding arbitration by a panel appointed by the Dean of the Law School.

5.

Other recommendations:
a. Should the Student and Faculty Senates endorse these Recommendations, we also recommend that the
Provost extend the term of BSC Task Force so it can facilitate the enactment of the Recommendations and
ensure that there is consistent language regarding the BSC in the following documents: the Faculty Senate
Rules and Regulations, the Student Senate Bylaws, the BSC Rules, the BSC Policy Document and other
appropriate University documents.
b. The greatest source of tension with the BSC funding arises from the fact that student fees are used to fund
the BSC. If the BSC organizations could be funded by an independent trust set up by the University, these
tensions could be completely avoided in a manner that ensures freedom of inquiry by the BSC organizations.
c. We would applaud a BSC decision to equalize its membership at three student voting members, three faculty
voting members and two non-voting chairs.

Discussion of Strategic Plan 2013-2017 Implementation Next Steps
Adjournment

Summerville

