DRAKE UNIVERSITY
FACULTY SENATE MEETING AGENDA
The Drake University Faculty Senate will meet in regular session on
March 9, 2011 Levitt Hall, Old Main at 3:30 p.m.
NOTE: If any Senator would like to submit a question for President Maxwell for the meeting,
please email that question to Vice President Simpson (louann.simpson@drake.edu)
and/or President Maxwell (david.maxwell@drake.edu)
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Unfinished Business Motion:

Create a three-week January Session

In order to provide all students with the flexibility to engage in the integrative and experiential learning called for by the
Drake Mission, Drake University has instituted a January Session as part of each Spring semester. Within this session
students have the opportunity to participate in a three or four credit academic or experiential course that permits study or
service learning away from campus, independent research with a faculty member, or intensive focus on a significant
topic. Students may enroll in additional January-sessions according to their own academic planning and consultation
with their academic advisers.

4. Approval of February 2011 minutes
5. Report from President Maxwell
6. Report from Provost Renner
7. Report from Vice-President Simpson
8. New Business
a) Approve Spring Break for Spring 2012 as: March 19-23, 2012
Dore
The Des Moines Public Schools 2011-2012 Spring Break is scheduled for March 19-23.
b) Approve Credit Hour Definition
Strike the current definition:

Reed

The current Drake Catalog definition for all courses awarding credit states the following: “A minimum of one hour of
recitation or lecture work per week for a semester (or its equivalent) constitutes one hour of credit. A minimum of two
hours of laboratory work per week for a semester (or its equivalent) also constitutes one hour of credit.”

Insert the following definition:
The credit hour or semester hour, terms used interchangeably, is the unit of instruction. One credit hour is constituted
by a minimum of one hour1 of classroom or direct instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work
each week for a semester (or its equivalent). An equivalent amount of work (minimum three hours per week for a
semester or its equivalent of combined direct instruction and outside of class student work) must be represented for a
credit hour in other academic activities such as laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work and other academic
work. Semester is defined as not less than 15 weeks. Courses offered in shorter timeframes must have an equivalent
amount of hours dedicated to instruction and student work as that spent in a semester-based class.

c) Motion to change the Academic Charter
Section XVI. The Faculty Senate
And section 3.04 of the Faculty Senate Rules
(to become effective with the 2011-2012 academic year)
(the sentence to be changed is in italics)

Wrenn

1) One member of the Faculty of Instruction from and elected by each College except the College
of Arts and Sciences wherein one member of the Faculty of Instruction shall be elected from and
by each of the four divisions. For the purposes of Faculty Senate elections as well as
representation on the Senate Executive Committee, the Faculty of Instruction of Cowles Library
shall be considered a College.
Additionally each College and Arts & Sciences division will elect an alternate. The alternate will
attend Senate meetings as a Senator, as needed, when the Unit elected Senator can not attend.
9. Adjournment

